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again.... A few concerns have gone even further and sold their entire
business to tax-exempt organizations and continued to operate them
on a fee or commission basis, thus avoiding all taxes.'

These various ways of tax-evading charities are all within the lenient
law. In Fortunes words, even those 'involving retention of stock
control, are legitimate9; as legitimate as the frequent use by 'donors'
of 'free research services from tax-exempt foundations they have
endowed'.

Yet private charity, even if it were not misused, can never be a
substitute for full, state-provided social security.

Every two years, therefore, when the campaign for the Congressional
elections gets under way, 'Republicans and Democrats alike are polish-
ing up some new social security promises, designed to protect you and
your dear ones from the economic evils', as the Wall Street Journal
put it on February 17,1948; 'this little drama has become a traditional
Washington performance in election years'. And it has been just as
traditional for those promises to be forgotten by both parties once the
new Congress was in office.

In post-war years it should have become increasingly necessary for
those promises to be kept. For, as President Truman said in his Message
to Congress of May 1948, 'It is especially important to strengthen our
social security system at this critical time, when the false claim is
constantly being made that democratic societies cannot protect their
people from the economic and social uncertainties of modern civili-
zation.'

Yet even the Cold War argument, so often used when Government
or labour leaders try to induce Big Business to concessions to social
progress, has had little effect. Federal old age pensions have at last
been raised from their former maximum of $46 to $68.50 a month,
with effect from 1952. But over one-quarter of the American labour
force remain without governmental or private old age pensions, and
all the other urgently needed social security measures have as usual been
rejected by large bi-partisan majorities in Congress.

Business and Congress still refuse to 'furnish additional strength* to
America's 'diplomatic attempts to oppose the spread of communism
abroad by protecting our diplomatic representatives against the charge
of hypocrisy when they laud the virtues of democracy against dictator-
ship', as suggested in a letter to the editor of the New York Times of
May 12, 1948 about the shortcomings of the American social security
system, that 'glaring fault in our democracy'.